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the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
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many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 


88 pages 35 cents postpaid 





. 


Christians “Better Off” 


Dear Brother: 

Crime, disregard for law and order is 
on the increase among our teen-agers. 
“Because sentence against an evil work 
is not executed speedily, therefore the 
hearts of the sons of men is fully set 
in them to do evil.” Also in Prov. 22:15 we 
read, “Foolishness is bound in the heart of 
a child; but the rod of correction shall 
drive it far from him.” Trouble is, the rod 
of correction is not being applied strong 
enough. The root of most of this evil among 
the young we can trace to homes broken 
by divorce or without interest or concern 
of parents to their offspring. Crime, movies, 
whether on TV or in the theater, as well 
as crime magazines sold in newsstands, 
contribute to much of these crimes com- 
mitted by the young people. 

Not only is crime evident among the 
young, but in all ages. Truly, we are living 
in the last days; honesty, integrity, sobri- 
ety and chastity are no longer virtues 
among the masses. Scanty clothing worn 
by men, women, and children also reveal 
the signs of the times. Paganism exulted in 
cruel diversions and amusements but how 
far removed from paganism are the pres- 
ent day amusements? Surely the love of 
pleasure is greater than the love for God. 
Soon the Lord will come out of His place 
to punish the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity. Let us run into the strong 
tower and so be safe until the indignation 
be overpast. 

Sometimes we may hear the remark, you 
think you are better than others, to which 
we should answer, “No, just better off.” 
Christians are different from others, and 
therefore should strive to be different. We 
have a different life within us, a different 
goal before us, the goal of eternal life. 

Wausaw, Wis. as 


A Surprised Teacher 


Dear J—: 

For school the class had to write an 
essay on “Our Interest.” I wrote on Truth. 
I mentioned briefly a few basic facts. My 
teacher has not said anything about it yet 
but I think he must have been quite sur- 
prised. 

“Examine me O Lord and prove me; 
try my reins and my heart” (Ps. 26: 2). 

Hoping to see you soon—this week or 
next. 

(Her Mark: A Plus) 

Sherburne, N. Y. BR. 8, 


Thoroughly Christian 


Dear Editor: 
We do enjoy reading your magazine which 

is the only thoroughly Christian literature 

in the U. S. 
Marshfield, Wis. 


J. T. 
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The Altar to the Lord in the Land of Egypt 


HEOLOGIANS and Biblical commentators would 
T probably write off Isaiah, chapter 19, as an obscure 

oracle on some local event and condition; and 
critics would be quick to point out that, as a prophecy, 
it is untrue because unfulfilled. They would have a very 
strong point, too, if the language were to be taken liter- 
ally; for students of history know very well that ancient 
Assyria, Egypt and Israel had their day, and passed from 
the stage unreconciled and unregenerate. But God’s Word 
being true, something more than the literal must be 
intended. 

To read the prophets with understanding, we must 
always keep in mind the cardinal rule laid down in I 
Corinthians 2:18, “comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual.” This is one principle that must guide us in our 
search for the wisdom of God. We must be aware that 
much that we read is spiritual and not literal, and to 
be comprehended must be spiritually discerned. There are 
many passages, many whole chapters in the Bible which 
can be understood only by following this God-given 
rule. 

It will also be necessary, when we find mention of 
Egypt, to forget all about the literal land of the Nile 
and learn to think of spiritual Egypt, the land of dark- 
ness, the world at large which knows not God. There are 
other names in prophecy which are identical with Egypt: 
Assyria, Babylon, Tyre, Sodom, Nineveh, and others— 
all the same place. In Revelation we find it plainly 
referred to as “that great city, which spiritually is 
called Sodom and Egypt” (8:11). 

With this principle clearly understood and a knowledge 
of the Eternal’s purpose for this earth, the “obscure” 
oracles fall into place with beautiful precision. The 
nineteenth chapter of Isaiah is, in plain words, a picture 
of the conquest and conversion of the world at the coming 
of Christ, and the full establishment and acceptance of 
His Kingdom. 


Egypt: A Subject of Prophecy 


The chapter begins, speaking of “the burden of Egypt.” 
There is a burden upon Egypt. Now if we were reasoning 
from the standpoint that everything in the Bible is literal 
we would conclude the Lord here referred to literal 
Egypt, but when we turn to the Scriptures of Truth we 
find ignorance, mental darkness, confused beliefs, unholy 
actions, represented as emanating from Egypt—hence 
spiritual Egypt. 

Isaiah speaks of this same land of darkness in ch. 30: 1, 
2, “Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, that 
take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a cover- 
ing, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin: 
that walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at 
my mouth.” Pharaoh, or the flesh, is the ruler of this 
spiritual Egypt, those who are prone to do evil, loving 
darkness rather than light. 

Verses 7—10 provide further identity to this Egypt. 
“For the Egyptians shall help in vain, and to no purpose: 





therefore have I cried concerning this, Their strength 
is to sit still.’ They are at ease, that is, they are not 
actively engaged in living out God’s holy command- 
ments; their strength is to “sit still.’ But that is not the 
proper attitude for an earnest lifeseeker. He must be 
up and doing. 

“Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it 
in a book, that it may be for the time to come for ever 
and ever.” You will notice that the margin reads, “for 
the latter day.” We should be thankful that the God 
of heaven had the Prophet write this for our very day. 
It is to be for our instruction, for our information who 
live in these last days. 

This spiritual Egypt is referred to again in Ezekiel 
32 as a young lion and a whale of the seas. “Son of man, 
take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and 
say unto him, Thou art like a young lion of the nations, 
and thou art as a whale in the seas: and thou camest 
forth with thy rivers, and troublest the waters with 
thy feet, and fouldest their rivers.” This refers to the 
rulers of this spiritual darkness, spoken of as a whale 
in the seas. This is the same whale or powers of darkness 
as swallowed Jonah. This whale had feet and fouled the 
waters with his feet. We cannot conceive of a literal 
whale having feet. This great spiritual beast has, how- 
ever, fouled the water of life with his feet. He has cor- 
rupted the crystal stream of truth by turning all man- 
kind from truth to fables. 

That is the whale, the spiritual Egypt. 

This chapter (Isaiah 19) describes the warlike con- 
dition which has been chronic with “Egypt” since the 
beginning of time, but worse in these last days. Wars 
and rumors of wars, Jesus warns us, are not in them- 
selves a sign of the end of the age, but only distressing 
concomitance of human rule. They will continue until, 
in the midst of an unprecedented “time of trouble” (Dan. 
12:1) the Lord—‘Emmanuel, God with us”—comes into 
Egypt, riding upon a swift cloud, which is but another 
way of saying that Christ is coming to earth with an 
innumerable company of angels. Then things begin to 
happen, swifter and more dramatically than anything 
the world has ever witnessed. 

An interesting comparison may be made between a 
portion of Isaiah 19 (vs. 5—10), and Revelation, chapter 
18, the one describing the desolation of Egypt through 
the drying up of the Nile and the ruin of its fisheries, 
and the other exulting with her costly but accursed 
system of commercialized superstition. The two chapters 
are of one piece, the figures of speech diverse but the 
meaning identical. 

The Prophet then proceeds to tell us what has brought 
Egypt to this pass: bad leadership by supposedly wise 
men. “The leaders of this people cause them to err, and 
they that are led of them are destroyed,” (ch. 9:16). 

The Lord, by very fitting illustrations, describes the 
spiritual condition of Egypt. A literally drunken man is 
the most loathsome sight, and so the work of this spirit- 
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ual Egypt is most loathsome to the Eternal God. Rev. 
17 reveals that the old “Mother of Harlots,” bearing 
the name of “Mystery, Babylon the great,” would make 
the inhabitants of the earth drunk with the “wine of her 
fornication.” 

Drunk with fables and falsehoods, the leaders of spir- 
itual Egypt go reeling down the road to eternal destruc- 
tion in spite of all the warnings of the loving Father. 
There will be no place for their evil systems to be per- 
petuated in that better day: “Neither shall there be 
any work for Egypt, which the head or tail, branch or 

rush may do” (v. 15). In that glorious day, when Christ 

comes in the glory of the Father with all His holy angels, 
there will be no work for this spiritual Egypt. They are 
not fit for the Lord’s work. 

The leaders of the people cause them to err. That is 
the trouble down in these last days. There are too many 
false teachers. It is the tail of that old serpent with 
which we must contend; those who are in opposition to 
the mighty God. So the Prophet says: “Neither shall 
there be any work for Egypt, which the head or tail, 
branch or rush may do. 


The Altar in Egypt: Both Spiritual 


Now verse 19 provides the base for our sermon topic 
today: “In that day there shall be an altar to the Lord 
in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the 
border thereof to the Lord.” Oh, in that wonderful day 
when the Lord comes and His judgments are in the earth 
and He calls upon all nations to lay down their arms, 
and come into subjection to Him, “there shall be an altar 
to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar 
at the border thereof to the Lord.” Now we cannot con- 
ceive of a literal altar in a spiritual Egypt, hence the 
altar also is spiritual. What then is that altar which shall 
be to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt? We 
read in Heb. 13:10, “We have an altar, whereof they 
have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.” God’s 
truth is our mighty altar, the device upon which we must 
sacrifice our all. 

An altar as used in olden days was a raised place upon 
which offerings were made. The sacrificial animal was 
slain and his carcass burned with fire on the literal altar. 
Spiritually speaking, the altar is a means whereby one 
offers or gives up doing the things he naturally desires. 
In other words it is the constraining law of God which 
restricts our freedom to act, speak or think as we natu- 
rally would. If one lays his all on this altar of self-sacri- 
fice he has completely surrendered his life. 

Paul speaks comprehensively of this daily sacrifice in 
Romans 12:1, 2, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reason- 
able service.” And the following verse defines the proc- 
ess further: “And be not conformed to this world: but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.” If our 
life has been sacrificed on this altar we will have for- 
feited the right to go in the way that seems right in our 
own eyes, and accept direction from above. When tempted 
to be proud we will say to ourselves: “No, I cannot do 
that. ‘Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall’; hence if I would escape eternal death 
I must be humble.” 

If sacrificed on God’s altar, our emotions will be in 
perfect control so that we can meet a provoking situ- 


ation without losing our temper. We will not give way 
to a feeling of frustration or despair because unpleasant 
or unexpected experiences enter our lives, but our faith 
will be strong and enduring. We will have learned to 
take second place and like it, so we can see others prosper 
beyond us without a feeling of envy arising, hear others 
praised above us with no emotion of malice, or we can 
be told of our faults without any feeling of resentment 
arising. Indeed, the action of this altar is exceedingly 
effective. 

Psalm 51:17 discloses the kind of sacrifices that are 
accomplished on God’s altar: “The sacrifices of God are 
a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
thou wilt not despise.” Or as one of the newer versions 
words it: “God’s sacrifice is a soul with its evil crushed: 
a heart broken with penitence, O God, never wilt thou 
despise.” 

Jesus spoke of this daily dying to sin as taking up 
one’s cross daily and denying himself, again He spoke 
of it as falling on the stone of self-surrender, as “loving the 
Lord our God with all our mind, might and strength.” 
The great apostle Paul said he died “daily,” and again 
he said, “The last drops of my own sacrifice are falling; 
my time to go has come. I have fought in the good fight; 
I have run my course; I have kept the faith” (II Tim. 
4: 6, Moffatt). These words are revealing. He had fought 
a good fight, he had run his course, he had kept the 
faith, and these accomplishments added up to a complete 
sacrifice on God’s altar. 

In another chapter of Paul’s letter to the church at 
Rome he witnessed that each member of the church of 
Christ must suffer this same death to sin. “Therefore 
we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like 
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life.” “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with 
him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that hence- 
forth we should not serve sin.” “Likewise reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (vs. 4, 6, 11). 

In Revelation 6: 9, we read, “And when he had opened 
the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that 
were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony 
which they held.” And this altar, is the potent device 
that one day shall be set up in the borders of the land 
of Egypt, of darkness, and upon it all nations must sacri- 
fice their wills. 


A Pillar, or Church at Egypt’s Border! 


Again we learn from Isa. 19:19, 20 that there shall 
be a pillar at the border of Egypt. Moffatt translates 
it: “Then shall there be an altar to the Eternal in the 
heart of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the Eternal 
on the frontier. This shall serve as a reminder, and as 
a witness to the Lord of hosts within the land of Egypt.” 
This pillar will be the “pillar and ground of the truth,” 
the “church of the living God,” as we read in I Tim. 3: 15. 
And again in Gal. 2:9, James, Cephas and John were 
“pillars in the church. ” In place of the many false 
teachers that now rule over Egypt, the Lord will establish 
His truth. You may remember that text in Prov. 18: 10, 
“The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous 
runneth into it, and is safe.” This word or law of the Lord 
is a strong tower, and it will hide and shelter all who 


will now come out of Egypt and seek the safety it offers. 
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When the wicked are destroyed this word of the Lord 
will be established in the midst of the land of Egypt; a 
righteous government will be set up there with right- 
eous rulers. This pillar will be a reminder, a witness to 
the presence of the Lord of hosts within the land of 
Egypt. 


The Law of Truth to be a Sign for Witness 


Then in v. 20, we read: “And it shall be for a sign 
and for a witness unto the Lord of hosts in the land of 
Egypt: for they shall cry unto the Lord because of the 
oppressors, and he shall send them a saviour and a 
great one, and he shall deliver them.” What will be the 
sign and witness in the land of Egypt? The Truth, the 
wonderful Word of the Lord. The pillar or strong tower, 
will be there, for “the law shall go forth of Zion, and 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” That will be the 
mighty emblem of Truth in the land at that time. It will 
be everywhere upon earth, all shall know the Lord “from 
the least to the greatest.” 

“And he shall send them a saviour, and a great one, 
and he shall deliver them.” Christ is coming to earth 
again as the angels promised His disciples at the time of 
His ascension. They said: “Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 

This will be the sign in the land of Egypt, when Christ 
comes and sets up His laws and executes His judgments 
upon an ungodly people. That will be the great sign, 
for He will send them a Saviour, and a great One, and He 
shall deliver them. 

Now let us turn to Isaiah 25, and there read a forecast 
of the happy conditions that will prevail when Christ 
and His saints rule the entire earth: “And in this moun- 
tain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast 
of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things 
full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.” These 
blessings will be bestowed upon all who will turn from 
sin and iniquity and obey the commandments of the 
mighty God. 

“And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the 
covering cast over all people, and the veil that is spread 
over all the nations.” Now there is a veil of darkness over 
all the nations; that is why they are called Egypt. But 
when Christ comes He will destroy the veil and turn 
darkness to light. “He will swallow up death in victory; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; 
and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off 
all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it.” This is the 
mighty work Christ will perform at His coming as a sign 
to all the world. They will perceive that He has taken 
the reins of government into His hands, to rule the 
world in righteousness. 

“And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; 
we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the 
Lord; we have waited for him; we shall be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation” (vs. 6—9). That is, our God, 
Christ, Emmanuel, God with us. When He comes in that 
wonderful day and takes away the veil of darkness from 
off the faces of all nations, they will be turned by the 
mighty power of His judgments, and walk in righteous- 
ness and judgment before Him. 


Returning to Isaiah 19, let us read v. 21: “And the 
Lord shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall 
know the Lord in that day, and shall do sacrifice and 
oblation; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the Lord, and 
perform it.” Yes, they are going to learn righteousness 
when God’s judgments are in the earth, as we read in 
Isaiah 26:9. Some who are now in darkness will turn 
to the marvelous light of God’s saving truth; that is, 
those who are willing to submit to Christ when He comes. 
Those who will not submit will be destroyed, as we are 
told by the inspired writer in verse 22, “And the Lord 
shall smite Egypt: he shall smite and heal it: and they 
shall return even to the Lord, and he shall be entreated 
of them, and shall heal them.” He will heal every one who 
is willing to learn His commandments and do them; 
every one who will submit to Him. 

Zech. 13:8 informs us that “in all the land, saith the 
Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and die’—the 
smitten Egypt—‘“but the third shall be left therein”— 
the healed ones. All who will not submit will be cut 
off and be destroyed, and the one third who will become 
submissive and obedient will be purified as the Prophet 
tells us in the 9th verse: “And I will bring the third 
part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is 
refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall 
call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It 
is my people: and they shall say, The Lord is my God.” 


When The Lord is Known in Egypt 


As the result of the radical cleansing of the earth, 
“the Lord shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians 
shall know the Lord in that day.” So complete and so 
thorough will be the reformation that “in that day shall 
five cities’—a perfect or round number signifying all— 
“in the land of Egypt speak the language of Canaan, and 
swear to the Lord of hosts.” All mankind, the survivors— 
shall be turned to a pure language, which is to say that 
all men everywhere shall know the Lord and His truth, 
from the least to the greatest. 

Today the nations are not yet ready for the ideal of 
“one world,” as much as they see its advantages. Men 
and governments are too selfish, and the once-bright 
dream seems to recede year by year. Yet it is coming, as 
surely as tomorrow’s sun will rise. And a glorious, soul- 
satisfying day it will be for all men of good will. The 
iron curtain, the bamboo curtain, all the barriers of 
nationalism and race and creed which make men enemies 
instead of brothers, will be torn down and forever 
destroyed. One world—one King over all the earth, 
(Zech. 14:9), to whom “the Gentiles shall come from the 
ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have 
inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no 
profit” (Jer. 16:19). With all evil suppressed, the road 
of true progress is thrown wide open for all mankind. 

In view of the foregoing it is small wonder that the 
prophet Zechariah, divinely inspired, was moved upon to 
shout in triumph: “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion; 
for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, 
saith the Lord. And many nations shall be joined to the 
Lord in that day, and shall be my people: and I will 
dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that 
the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto thee.” He will, in 
truth, establish an altar in the land of Egypt. 

“And the Lord shall inherit Judah his portion in the 








6 





MEGIDDO MESSAGE 





holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again.” Jerusalem, 
the future metropolis of the world, to which Jesus 
referred when He said, “But I say unto you, Swear not 
at all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne: nor by 
the earth, for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; 
for it is the city of the great King” (Matt. 5:34, 35). 
In that coming day He will choose Jerusalem again and 
the law shali go forth from Zion, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem. The one third who will submit 
will then be healed. 


The Time of Blessing for a Changed Egypt 


Then we read in the 24th verse of Isaiah 19, “In that 
day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with 
Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land.” Those 
who submit will be a blessing in the midst of the land. 
In that grand millennial reign, when the subjects for 
the kingdom are taken out, the one third will be a bless- 
ing in the land. “Whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, 
saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the 
work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance.” (v. 25). 
There is a wonderful good time coming when this altar 
unto the Lord will be set up in the land of Egypt. 

“In that day there shall be a highway out of Egypt 
to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, 
and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall 
serve with the Assyrians.” Though still called by their 
old names, they are no longer Egyptians and Assyrians 
in their nature, but partners with Israel, “a blessing 
in the midst of the land.” The wolf and the lion have 
changed their nature and become lamblike. “Other sheep 
I have,” said Jesus, “which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, . . . and there shall be one fold, and 
one shepherd” (John 10:16). 

In that glorious day when God’s knowledge shall have 
spread to all parts of the earth, and all mankind have 
affiliated themselves with Christ’s new order, there 
will be a highway connecting Egypt and Assyria. All 
nations then must serve the true and living God. With 
the entire earth under one Authority, one immense State, 
national boundaries with their trade barriers and restric- 
tions on travel will be a thing unknown. In this way a 
major cause for suspicion and misunderstanding will 
be removed. People in all parts of the world can mingle 
freely with people in all other parts of the world. 

And indeed it will be statutory that each family on 
earth make a yearly pilgrimage to Jerusalem, the City 
of the Great King. As we read in Zech. 14: 16, 17, “And 
it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the 
nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up 
from year to year te worship the King, the Lord of hosts, 
and to keep the feast of tabernacles. And it shall be, 
that whoso will not come up of all the families of the 
earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of 
hosts, even upon them shall be no rain.” Receiving the 
blessings in that Millennial Day will be conditioned upon 
their making these yearly pilgrimages to Jerusalem. 

And in a deeper, spiritual sense, the “highway” will 
be a high road, an exalted way of life that leads upward 
to God, the way of holiness; and that highway will 
extend to all parts of the earth. Isaiah, in another of his 
matchless descriptions of that blissful time pictures this 
highway: “And an highway shall be there, and a way, 
and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean 
shall not pass over it, but it shall be for those: the way- 


faring men, though fools, shall not err therein.” 

No one can plead ignorance of the law, no one can 
justify their acts of disobedience on the ground that the 
law was not made clear to them. The way will be so plain 
that the wayfaring men, though fools, need not err 
therein. 

Brethren, some day these things will be a reality. Let 
us so live each day that we may have a hand in bringing 
these unspeakable blessings to the nations of the earth. 





Watch Your Impressions 


T IS THE LAW of the material world that impressions 
| are as permanent as the substance upon which they 

are made. A philosopher once said, “As the Roman 
sentinel] stands in front of the city, the sunlight casts his 
shadow upon the wall, and the impression thus will 
remain till the elements have dissolved the solid rock.” 
Singular as it may seem, the above only states the general 
truth that impressions are permanent, and that every 
trifling incident makes an impression upon either mind 
or matter. 

What is true of impressions in the material world is 
also true in the mental. Every act or word of ours makes 
an impression upon the mind of others; and those 
impressions cannot be effaced. They may be covered up, 
so to speak, with other impressions, but the scar remains. 
How necessary then that we control our words and deeds! 

Some one once remarked “He is very wise who can 
keep his tongue under control until his mind gets into 
action.” That is common sense, and common sense is just 
an accurate balancing of all the other senses. One might 
hear or see something not to his liking, when quick as a 
flash he is out of balance. Anger has assumed control 
and his common sense has gone on vacation. Does this 
ever happen to you? If so, you had better resolve right 
now to regulate your thoughts—put them in good order 
because the thought precedes the deed every time, Think 
of the divine command “Cease from anger, and forsake 
wrath; fret not thyself in any wise to do evil. For evil- 
doers shall be cut off; but those that wait upon the Lord, 
they shall inherit the earth.” 

We must not only cease from anger, but observe His 
Word who said, “In your patience possess ye your souls.” 
We must not let impatience be master of our being for 
one minute. Then when our record shows a calm, undis- 
turbed deportment under all circumstances, we will be 
quite a man; for we will be humble, meek, and will have 
learned to spell self with a little “‘s.” 

We quoted, “Fret not thyself in any wise to do evil.” 
One of the most common evils is foolishness. In fact, we 
are apt not to consider it an evil at all, but Jesus included 
it in the list of evils that he enumerated in Mark 7, and 
in a common dictionary, one of the definitions of “folly” 
is sin. If we indulge in anything that is sin, no matter 
what it is, including foolishness, we will never merit life 
eternal, but will receive the wages of sin, which is death. 

It is our Christian duty to strive to maintain an 
equilibrium of our senses. I say strive; for a master- 
builder’s work requires strenuous effort, and a man of 
sound judgment never wastes a minute. 





October 31, 1959 


MEGIDDO 


MESSAGE 7 





Barographic Christians 


AVE YOU ever seen a barograph? If not, it is an 
H instrument, usually in a glass case, which records 
the fluctuations of the weather on a revolving 
drum. The pen is at the mercy of the elements. The only 
time it makes a steady rise naturally, is when there is a 
period of calm, fair weather. But were you to put a mag- 
net in the top of the glass case, it would then be found to 
make a steady rise regardless of how unsettled and 
adverse the weather conditions were. 

Now applying this spiritually, are we inclined to be 
“barographic” Christians? Does the page in the recording 
angel’s hand show deep and lamentable plunges each time 
we encounter a trial or temptation? As long as God is 
a God afar off to us and not a God nigh at hand, our 
“pen” will continue to be at the mercy of the elemental 
passions of our being. 

We may tell ourselves that if only we were situated 
differently, or our circumstances were different, or there 
were fewer distractions, we would be able to rise to new 
heights of faith. Well, even a barograph can rise when 
the conditions are favorable. The best opportunity to 
rise usually lies in the work we are doing. No position 
or circumstance has a monopoly on success. We do not 
have to wait for extraordinary opportunities, we can 
tackle our ordinary, everyday ones and make them great. 
Nature has endowed us with all the faculties for success 
in this undertaking if we will but use them. 

Delay has been responsible for many of our failures 
in the past. If we desire that success crown our efforts 
we must start immediately to do the things we know we 
ought to do, and quit doing the things we know we ought 
not to do. Nothing is more precious to us, as Christians, 
than time. Lost time we can never find; and what we 
may call “time enough” will prove to be little enough. 
God gives each of us an “income” of 24 hours—1440 
golden minutes every day—and we “save” this “income” 
by “spending” it wisely. 

Much is said about successful and unsuccessful people, 
but only an imaginary line separates the successful from 
the unsuccessful, and enthusiasm for the cause often 
accounts for the difference. Enthusiasm is success on a 
rampage; it is among the greatest assets in the world. 
Enthusiasm is like the sparkle in the sapphire; it dis- 
tinguishes it from the imitation stone. Faith doubles and 
triples our normal powers to rise above all the vexatious 
problems of life, and every precept we put into practice 
steadies the “pen.” 

Life will not prove dull and meaningless to us if we 
start each day with faith and a determination to do our 
best. Every crisis, every emergency, is a challenge to the 
stability of our faith, and opens up new horizons and 
opportunities to rise. 

Our past we may feel has been uneventful and many 
times dismal, but we can transform our future into some- 
thing bright and glistening by directing our thoughts 
and energies along the channels of divine duty. 

Let us follow the pattern of a great warrior who once 
said, “I have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken them, 
neither did I turn again till they were consumed.” Con- 
tinuing, he says, “It is God that girdeth me with strength, 
and maketh my way perfect. Thou hast also given me 
the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath 


holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great.” 
True greatness will come to only those who do not turn 
back until all their enemies have been subdued. This 
should indeed be the aspiration of every true soldier, to 
attain to this true Bible greatness. Here may we repeat 
the words of a conqueror who said: “The only victory 
worth striving for is the victory over self.” 





Looking “Beyond The Shadows” 


WAS WALKING through a wooded area one bright 
] autumn day when I stopped to rest in the shadows 

of a small clump of trees. The scenery seemed most 
beautiful. Beyond the shadows of the trees and across the 
valley the sun was shining bright'y, lighting up hun- 
dreds of different colored trees. On the farther mountain 
side it seemed just a mass of colors most beautiful to 
behold. I was gazing at this delightful scene thinking 
what a wonderful Creator God is, and what a valuable 
spiritual lesson we can draw from it. 

Beyond the shadows in our lives the sun is shining, 
lighting up hundreds of blessings, if only we focus our 
gaze to the distant scene. If our day seems drab and dark 
and our spirit needs lifting up, we need to look beyond 
the shadows. Humankind habitually looks too close, in 
the dark places of life and allows the gaze to linger on 
the shadows. Paul said, ‘While we look not at the things 
which are seen but at the things which are not seen, for 
the things that are seen are temporal; but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.” 

We must look beyond the hardships and trials across 
this valley of tears to where the sun is shining, and try 
to count the myriads of blessings we can enjoy both now 
and through eternity. King David was undoubtedly count- 
ing his blessings when he said, “The lines have fallen 
unto me in pleasant places, yea I have a goodly heritage.” 

David was blessed, and he never neglected to thank 
God for it. He had houses, lands, children, position, and 
everything this world can give, but he never let himself 
get satisfied with what he could see nearby. He looked 
beyond the shadows, the fleeting things of life, and said, 
“T shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness.” 

The things of this life have their place, and our well- 
being is dependent upon them. Paul said, speaking of the 
things of this world, to use them but not to abuse them. 
God helping us, let us never permit ourselves to become 
so satisfied with things of the fleeting present that we 
allow them to get out of their place and eclipse the 
grandeur of the richer blessings to which we have been 
called; a chance to gain eternal life completely beyond 
trials or temptations, sickness, or pain, with millions 
and millions of years to enjoy them. 

May we all cast our eyes beyond the shadows, and not 
only so, but look steadfastly to the high calling to which 
we have been called and labor relentlessly to obtain it. 
Then when the Great Judge of all the earth appears, He 
can look on us with approval, invite us to make our blest 
abode in His exalted realm. 





A quitter never wins and a winner never quits. 
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|The Ministry Of The Beautiful 


VERY SEASON has the days that call us to the great 
out-of-doors, but what season has days more entranc- 
ing and days when Nature’s call is more insistent 

than the October’s bright blue weather? When Nature 
takes on hues of surpassing beauty, she calls to every 
responsive heart: and on those rare days when she calls, 
days when it seems intolerable to be indoors, it is well 
to listen to her voice and leave the tumult and noise of 
city or town for the tranquility of her lovely haunts. 

The individual who goes through life and beholds not, 
nor is startled at the wondrous beauties of nature, is 
to be pitied, who can gaze on the grandeur of the starry 
heavens and his soul not be elevated and stirred, or can 
behold the ocean with its ceaseless movement, murmur 
and mystery, and not be thrilled at the thought of the 
power and majesty of the Creator who could say: 
“Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall 
thy proud waves be stayed.” People expend vast sums 
of money in travel to visit the places of the world famous 
for beauty, many seeing much less than the real nature 
lover who gazes with rapture on the sunset light on a 
range of hills or mountains. It is not the places seen, 
but a capacity for seeing. 

God has made everything beautiful in His time, says 
the Book of books, and the Creator of this beautiful 
earth says, “Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who 
hath created these things, that bringeth out their hosts 
by number: he calleth them all by names by the great- 
ness of his might, for that he is strong in power: not 
one faileth” (Isa. 40:26). Who could doubt the exist- 
ence of an All-Wise, Living God! and as we behold the 
beauties of landscape, forest, shrub, and flower, which 
will be eclipsed by the wondrous beauties of this earth 
made over new when Christ returns, let us thank God 
for the ministry of the beautiful. 





God's Disturbing Hand 


AVE YOU EVER reached the stage where the cir- 
cumstances and surroundings of your life were 
such that you longed to have them remain just as 

they were: the same dear familiar forms and faces, 
conjointly sharing the sphere in which you moved, secure 
and quietly comfortable? And in finding things directly 
the reverse of that which you wished them to be, did you 
ever realize and acknowledge the disturbance of the 
Divine Hand? We may resent it, but we cannot deny 
that God leads us about to develop and test us. 

The striking simile of the eagle’s nest is an illustration 
of God’s care and thought—“As an eagle stirreth up her 
nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her 
wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings.” The 
eagle protects the nest when her young are there, protects 
it for their development, and then instead of keeping 
the nest intact and unchanged she gradually knocks it 
to pieces, thus compelling the eaglets to develop them- 
selves and become all they are capable of becoming. The 
eagle has a care over them through this time of disturb- 


ance, and when compelled to spread their wings, the 
eagle stays by, that when their strength fails she may 
dart underneath them and bear them on her wings of 
strength to a place of security. 

The eagle has a purpose in the disturbance of the nest; 
and as the years pass with great rapidity there is one 
great lesson we learn, that there is not a moment’s secu- 
rity, that “Time and change are busy ever, man decays 
and ages move.” But the things that abide we find in 
Eccl. 1:4, “The earth abideth forever.” In I Pet. 1: 23 
we read that the word of God “liveth and abideth for- 
ever.” And inI John 2:17 we further find that “he that 
doeth the will of God (which is to keep His command- 
ments) abideth forever.” Then we shall be satisfied in 
completeness, 





Teachers Three 


I rested a while in a quiet nook, 
And found there teachers three— 
One was a bird, and one was a brook, 
And one was a green, green tree. 


The wee bird sang a cheerful song 
That no one heard but me; 

And it seemed to say, “You’ve heard my lay, 
Pass on its melody!” 


The brook flowed on in a glad, glad way, 
Smiling at the rock’s rebuff. 

“T have no room,” it said, “for gloom; 
I laugh when the road is rough!” 


The green tree stood with wide, wide boughs, 
Like hands outstreached to greet; 

And when the branches stirred, I caught this word, 
“Be a friend to all you meet.” 


re ee ee 


When some difficulty or trouble has come to you and 
you cannot help yourself, turn in and help somebody 
else. It is the best possible way to spend the waiting time, 
and the patience of action is far easier than the patience 
of idleness. 





The best things usually require the most patience for their 
development. A tent may be put up in an hour, but a strong 
and stately building calls for long and careful work. We 
have need of patience not only with others, but also with 
ourselves in the building of character into what we would 
have it. 


* * * . © = 


Beauty is everywhere if we will but recognize it. It is in 
the changing skies and the changing seasons, in the heavens 
above us and the earth around us, the music of the wind 
and the song of the bird, the rippling stream and thundering 
torrent. The story of God's love of beauty is written every- 
where. 
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“Upper 


IFE IS A matter of levels. Some people live on the 
low levels, some below the low levels and some live 
on higher ground. The hymn that we so often sing 

suggests that we press onward and upward to “higher 
ground.” Colossians 8:1 admonishes us to seek those 
things which are above. 

There are many things to be sought which are found 
only on the upper level, but to find them one should arise 
early. Proverbs 8:17, “I love them that love me; and 
those that seek me early shall find me.” Then we must 
follow the guide and along the journey fight weariness, 
discouragement, and the temptation to turn back; 
climbing all the while until we come to the place where 
these lovely products of God’s handiwork are found. 

Life is dynamic. It calls for action. The highest desire 
of the individual should be to secure that endless future, 
and among other things this will call for courage. The 
timid soul in the parable of the “talents,” who buried the 
one talent which was committed to him, thought he might 
lose his master’s money. Yet it was not fear alone which 
obsessed him; he was jealous and resentful, jealous of 
his fellow servants, resentful against his master. There 
was defiance and vindictiveness in his mood when he 
handed the one talent back and said, “Lo, thou hast thine 
own.” This was not high level attitude or behavior. 

The road along the lower levels that leads to failure 
and unhappiness has as mileposts fear, jealousy, resent- 
ment, bad temper. These characteristics spell the differ- 
ence between the wicked and slothful servant and the 
good and faithful servant. These servants do not occupy 
the same tenement or dwell on the same level. 

We are grateful for the call to the higher level, sorry 
that we ever lingered in the muck and mire of the lowland. 

To mount up with wings as eagles demands a soaring 
kind of spirit that tops the heights. If we would run and 
not be weary, we must get the kind of strength spoken of 
in Job 17: 9, “He that hath clean hands shall be stronger 
and stronger.” But even better than either flying or 
running is the strength to walk and not faint. The walk- 
ing times are the times when going is heavy; but they 
are a part of the everyday experience of each one who 
is trying to reach the upper levels. There is always a 
stimulus to endure in periods of exhilaration and in 
times of stirring emotion; but the walktimes, the hum- 
drum and the ordinary days try our souls. We are apt 
to pass out during these and have we not seen that this 
is true? 

It is easy to be moved by high aspirations, but later 
when we level off to the week-day-valleys of the office, 
the shop, the school and in the home, and we just walk, 
things are different. To maintain our station on the upper 
levels under the stress of ordinary days by remember- 
ing His commandments to do them requires unrelenting 
diligence and watchful care. But our religion is especially 
designed for our walking times, for ordinary days and 
the common tasks of life. Here it must keep alive if ever 
we are to graduate into the strength which can soar on 
eagles’ wings. We will not be able to soar until we have 
learned to walk the everyday narrow road which always 
rises toward the higher levels. 

It often has been said, we cannot run when encum- 


Levels” 


bered with weights, neither can we climb. These weights 
are listed as thirteen evils in Mark 7, indulgence in any 
one of which will keep the tamperer from reaching the 
higher levels. Wrath, a very common, almost universal, 
human reaction is mentioned in Prov. 27:3 as being 
heavier than stone or sand, and one need not expect to 
make much progress in the Christian ascent with such 
a hindrance. It says, a “fool’s wrath.” This does not refer 
to someone with a low I. Q. rating, but to one who has 
an inflated opinion of self, who does not need God or any 
of His counsel. Life on the higher levels for such a one 
would be dull and distasteful. 

The more we face strain, stress and temptation, the 
more urgent is our need for spiritual fellowship, for 
prayer and guidance of the Book of all ages. Keeping 
ourselves alive to the things of the spirit, and loyal to 
the best we know, is no picnic in these troublous times, 
but we know, from the history of God’s people, that true 
Christianity is a way of life for heroes only. 

Let us be very careful that an unnoticed change— 
unnoticed at first—does not start us gravitating toward 
lower levels. Life is shaped by its minor decisions. We 
lose our friends, our usefulness and our religion—not 
by great decisions—but by small neglects. We fail in 
small courtesies and acts of kindness and before long 
our friends are gone. We become lazy or careless and 
our usefulness is gone. We begin to follow afar off, to 
take the other side of the road to escape duty, to miss 
fellowship by neglect of worship, and before long our 
religion has waned and vanished—gone. Life gets nar- 
rowed down, not by negative decisions but by needless 
neglect. 

In Matt. 25:34, those whom Jesus called “blessed,” 
had not done difficult or outstanding things necessarily 
but they were steadfast in their endeavor to live on the 
higher levels where the air is purer and the view better. 
This extraordinary service is well within the capacity 
of ordinary people. We can all be faithful in small things. 

It would be a good thing for the active, over-busy, 
Christian to remember in these days of multiplied activi- 
ties that there is a time to be worked upon as well as a 
time to work. The day that begins in meditative prayer 
is quite sure to continue in meaningful power. 

“Grant O God, in Thy great mercy, that no neglect 
of trivial things shall cause me to miss the life trium- 
phant. I pray for light for the next step, for wisdom for 
the next small decision, and for a heart so filled with a 
desire to serve Thee, that I may miss no service however 
small. I pray that Thou wilt give me the courage, the 
undaunted faith to climb on and continue to seek those 
things which are above. Grant me the joy which accompa- 
nies life when we do our best. Help me to fashion out of 
the clay of each day’s opportunity, not a stumbling block 
for myself and others but a steppingstone. Help me to 
see the urgent issue of my own life. 

“May I live each day as though eternity depended 
upon me. Help me to rid my heart of all fear, jealousy 
and resentment. May every hardship be to me an oppor- 
tunity and every task, small or great, a challenge. May I 
see the greatness in everything and walk daily in Truth’s 
radiant light. Amen.” 
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Meditations 
On i. Word 


“But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 

“For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words 
thou shalt be condemned” (Matthew 12: 36, 37). 


If it be a fact—as it is a fact—that our words are of 
sufficient significance to decide our fate, for good or ill, 
in the Last Judgment, it would seem that people would be 
exceedingly careful of their use. However, this does not 
seem to be the case; no commodity is bandied about so 
recklessly and prodigally as words. Most of us know full 
well that we talk too much, yet somehow we go right on 
doing it. A newspaper commentator, writing in the life- 
time of the late President Coolidge, famed for his silence, 
remarked that most of us have so little control of our vo- 
cal apparatus that when we find a man, such as Mr. Cool- 
idge, who has, our admiration is so great that we hasten 
to give him any office or honor he may desire. Be that as 
it may, it is still true that “the most dangerous point in 
the world is the tip of the tongue.” 

Some might find a fancied contradiction between this 
passage and I Samuel 2:3; “The Lord is a God of knowl- 
edge, and by him actions are weighed.” It is true that 
words pe? se are abstractions, the reflections of things 
nd not the things themselves; yet as reflections they are 
extremely important in that they reveal the inner life 
and mind of the individual. Speech is our principal means 
of communicating and exchanging ideas, and how shall 
we know one another, if not by words? 

It is entirely possible to use words hypocritically, with 
intent to deceive; but hardly possible to be entirely suc- 
cessful in such deceit for any length of time. The Psalmist 
describes the duplicity of the wicked (55:21): “The 
words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was 
in his heart: his words were softer than oil, yet were they 
drawn swords.” He might deceive all the people some of 
the time, and some of the people—including himself— 
all the time; but both reason and experience teach us that 
to deceive all the people—the people of God—indefinitely 
is an impossibility. In spite of the most artful dissimula- 
tion, a man’s true character will break through, sometime, 
somewhere. “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh,” said Jesus, the Man who knew what was in 
men (Matt. 12:34; John 2: 25). 

Words, immaterial as they are, are the most powerful 
things in nature. It is by words we are moved to tears, to 
laughter, to pity, to indignation, to actions base or divine. 
The speeches of a magnetic leader can turn a great nation 
from the ways of peace and progress and civilization to 
the bloody paths of war, conquest and eventual ruin. A 
code of honor—mere words—can so indoctrinate an entire 
people that, denying every human emotion, they welcome 
and even court death in battle with fanatical eagerness. 
“A very great part of the mischiefs that vex this world 
arises from words,” wrote a great English jurist nearly 
two centuries ago. That means, of course, words of the 
wrong kind. On the other hand, “How forcible are right 


words!” “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in 
pictures of silver” (Job 6:25; Prov. 25:11). 

Mere words, then, are not so “mere” after all. They are 
of the very greatest importance, and should be handled 
accordingly. Like firearms, they should always be exam- 
ined before use to see if they are loaded. 


“Boys flying kites haul in their white winged birds; 
You can’t do that way when you’re flying words. 
‘Careful with fire’ is good advice we know; 
‘Careful with words’ is ten times doubly so. 
Thoughts unexpressed may sometimes fall back dead, 
But God Himself can’t kill them when they’re said.” 


And so the aforementioned “contradiction” has van- 
ished into thin air, Actions alone are weighed by the Al- 
mighty, but words ave actions—actions of the most sig- 
nificant kind, actions which will justify or condemn us 
in the great day of final accounting. Let us therefore form 
the habit of weighing our words before it becomes neces- 
sary for the Judge to weigh them in His incontestable 
balances. ““‘What man is he that desireth life and loveth 
many days, that he may see good?” Note well the answer: 
“Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking 
guile” (Psa. 34: 12, 13). Throughout the Scriptures great 
emphasis is laid on the control and discipline of the 
tongue, and with good reason. Among many other pithy 
sayings on this subject, the apostle James declared, “If 
any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, 
and able also to bridle the whole body” (ch. 3:2). Even 
as you and I, he found the little unruly member the most 
stubborn proposition of the entire Christian adventure. 
No man can tame the tongue, by his own power and 
methods; only the bridle of Truth can restrain and direct 
it aright. 

In view of the vital significance of words, it is small 
wonder that Jesus cautioned us against the use of idle, 
or as the original Greek also implies, “injurious” or “per- 
nicious” words. If we were called upon to read over, es- 
pecially in the presence of others, every word spoken by 
ourselves in just one day, it would bring many a blush of 
shame and embarrassment, unless we are far along on the 
road to perfection. Talk, talk, talk, with little regard for 
the material or the effect of our conversation. 

“Don’t just talk; say something,” was the sound advice 
upon a bulletin board before a Rochester church. “Don’t 
talk unless it is to the glory of God,” We have been 
counseled also “that it is better to say nothing than to 
say nothing of purpose.” This does not by any means 
impose a vow Of silence, for surely in the word of the 
Eternal and its application to our daily lives there is a 
vast field for lawful conversation, and its principles can 
govern the necessary talk relating to our temporal 
affairs. The good news of the Kingdom is essentially 
simple, yet the rich symbolism of the Scriptures provides 
so many ways of telling the story, and each opens a new 
path into the realms of exalted thought, so that the sub- 
ject will never grow old or stale if our heart is in the 
right place. 

When speaking of others, we should always compel our 
words before utterance to pass the three well-known (but 
too little used) gates of “Is it true?” “Is it needful?” and 
“Is it kind?” This will eliminate idle and hurtful gossip 
from our conversation, for by the time this examination 
is finished, we will have decided to “look to ourselves.” 





Questions and Answers 


When Do the Faithful Receive the Spirit Birth? 


Evidently our friend in W. Va., thinks that when a 
man believes he is converted, he receives the Spirit birth, 
for he says in his letter: “Jesus tells us plainly how we 
can have this Spirit birth, for He said, ‘Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God. .. Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God . . . The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth; so is everyone that is 
born of the Spirit’; now you see how plain, no one knows 
but yourself.” 

To believe that any man or woman can now receive 
the Spirit birth is to reason falsely, for they think they 
are born as soon as they are begotten—leaving no time 
for growth. As Jesus illustrated it in Luke 8: 11—15, 
“The seed is the word of God ... They on the rock are 
they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; 
and these have no root, which for awhile believe, and in 
time of temptation fall away. And that which fell among 
thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, 
and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of 
this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. But that on 
the good ground are they, which in an honest and good 
heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth 
fruit with patience.” 

Can you not see from these words of Jesus’ that the 
first step is to hear the Word of God; that you cannot be 
begotten until after you have learned God’s law? Jesus 
also said, “It is written in the prophets, And they shall 
be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath 
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me” 
(John 6: 45). What is written in the prophets? That “all 
thy children shall be taught of the Lord (Isa. 54:18). 
This is how we are begotten. As the Apostle expressed it, 
“Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures” 
(James 1:18). 

Those who receive the Word with joy and for a while 
believe, but in time of temptation fall away, will never 
receive the Spirit birth; neither will those who, when 
they have heard, go forth and are choked with cares and 
pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 
The only ones worthy of being born of the Spirit are 
those who, “having heard the word, keep it, and bring 
forth fruit with patience,” become rich in good works. 

This is what Jesus taught in John 3, the testimony 
which our friend quoted. We will begin at the third 
verse of the chapter. Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again 
[from above] he cannot see the kingdom of God.” In 
the margin it gives the original Greek, “from above.” 
The power to bestow eternal life, immortality, comes 
from above; Jesus will bring it. The Apostle says, “Your 
life is hid with Christ. . . When Christ who is our life 
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” 
We only have the promise of eternal life, and it will not 
be fulfilled to us until Christ comes to bring it. To be 
born of the Spirit, of our mother the truth, is to receive 
immortality, eternal life, and we cannot inherit the king- 
dom of God until we receive the wondrous change. 
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Nicodemus thought that Jesus referred to a natural 
birth, but Jesus answered, “Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” Here Jesus 
brings in another thought, the water must precede the 
Spirit birth. What is this water? Jesus will tell us in 
the next chapter. He said to the woman of Samaria, “If 
thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to 
thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, 
and he would have given thee living water . . . Whoso- 
ever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But whoso- 
ever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be 
in him a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life.” (John 4:10, 18, 14). 

Jesus was not speaking of literal water but of the 
water of life, the Word of God. It is the water of which 
the Prophet speaks, when He said, “Therefore with joy 
shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation” (Isa. 
12:3). This is the water which is in the wells of salva- 
tion and not in literal wells. We must wash in this 
water and become clean, “cease to do evil” and “learn 
to do well” before we can ever receive the Spirit birth 
and enter God’s glorious kingdom (Isa. 1:16, 17). 

Jesus continued His conversation with Nicodemus and 
said, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” In this, our mortal 
state, we are simply born of the flesh, but when we 
receive the Spirit birth we shall be made equal unto the 
angels, spiritual beings, immortal beings not subject 
to death. 

In John 3:8 Jesus tells us what we can do when we 
reccive the birth of the Spirit. Listen attentively to His 
words: “The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit.” The false teachers read this as if 
it said, so is the spirit that comes and goes, converts 
you in the field or at the mourners’ bench; but this is 
not what Jesus said. He said, “So is every one that is 
born of the Spirit.” 

If our friend in W. Va. had received the Spirit birth, 
he could, like the angels, move aloft and come and go 
with the freedom of the wind. Jesus taught here the 
same as did the prophet Isaiah in ch. 40:31: “But they 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew [change] their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings, [power] as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; they shall 
walk and not faint.” All the wisest aviators are ignorant 
of a law which the eagle understands perfectly, for he 
can grasp a boy of eight or nine and mount aloft as 
easily, apparently, as he can come down. If we will stay 
with our mother, the truth—not be enticed from her by 
the pleasures and follies of the world, be satisfied with 
the food she gives—we shall, after Judgment, receive the 
Spirit birth, be made equal unto the angels, never to die 
any more (Luke 20: 35, 36). 





We build our character by the bricks of habit that we 
pile up day by day. Each seems a little thing, but before 
we are aware of it, we have shaped the house we live in. 
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AL Gem Of Life 


“He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life,” saith the Lord. These are the words of Christ, by which we are reminded 
that we must copy His life and conduct, if we wish to be truly enlightened 
and to be delivered from all blindness of heart. 

To meditate on the life of Jesus should therefore be our chief study. 

His teaching surpasses all that Earth’s sages have taught, and he who has 
the spirit will find in it “the hidden manna.” 

But it happens that many, who often hear the Gospel, experience but little 
desire for it, because they do not possess the spirit of Christ. For if you would 
completely and with delight enter into the meaning of Christ’s words, you must 
take pains to bring your life into entire conformity with His. 

What advantage is it to dispute profoundly about the doctrine of the King- 
dom, if by your lack of humility you are all the while displeasing Him who is 
its King? 

Surely sublime language does not render a man holy and just; but a virtuous 
life makes him dear to God. 

I would rather feel compunction than know how to define it. 

If you knew the whole Bible, and the maxims of all the philosophers, what 
would it profit you if you were destitute of the love of God and of His grace? 

“Vanity of vanities; all is vanity,” but to love God, and to serve Him solely. 

This is the highest wisdom, when you despise the world in order to reach 
forth towards the Kingdom of Christ. 

It is vanity, too, to seek for honours, and to strive for high positions. 

It is vanity to follow the desires of the flesh, and to crave for that which 
would inevitably bring with it a sore punishment. 

It is vanity to wish for length of life, and to care little that the life should be 
well spent. 

It is vanity to think only of the present life, and not to provide for the future. 

It is vanity to love that which swiftly passes away, and not to hasten onward 
to that place where joy abides for ever. 

Call frequently to your mind the saying of the Preacher—“The eye is not 
satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.” 

Strive, therefore, to withdraw your heart from the love of visible things, and 
to transfer your affections to things invisible; for, if you follow your sensual 
inclinations, you will stain your conscience, and lose the prize of endless life. 
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